
PREDICTING NEXT-DAY DEMAND FOR CAPITAL BIKESHARE
STATIONS USING MACHINE LEARNING

This project uses the official Capital Bikeshare trip history dataset for
October 2025, which contains 624,869 individual bikeshare trips. Each
trip record includes start and end times, station names and IDs, bike
type, geographic coordinates, and whether the rider was a member or a
casual user. After cleaning the data and removing invalid trip durations,
the trips were aggregated into a station day dataset where each row
represents the total number of trips originating from a single station on a
single date. The final modeling dataset contains 21,892 station day
observations across 819 unique stations, covering the period from
September 30 to October 31, 2025. Additional calendar and historical
usage features were engineered to support next day demand prediction.

Raw Trip Data
 Capital Bikeshare trip records are collected with timestamps
locations bike types and user categories.

Station Day Aggregation
 Individual trips are grouped by station and date to compute
total daily trip counts.

Feature Engineering
 Calendar features and historical demand lags are created to
capture weekly patterns and recent trends.

Gradient Boosted Model
 A gradient boosted decision tree model is trained to learn
nonlinear demand patterns across stations.

Next Day Trip Prediction
 The trained model generates a forecast of how many trips will
occur at each station the following day.
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Introduction
Capital Bikeshare is an important part of the transportation network in the
Washington DC and Arlington Virginia region. It provides a low cost and
sustainable travel option that helps people reach transit stations workplaces
and local destinations without relying on cars. Because bikeshare stations can
become either empty or full very quickly operators must constantly rebalance
bikes across the system to keep it functioning smoothly. Predicting where and
when demand will occur is therefore critical for both riders and system
managers. This project uses historical Capital Bikeshare trip data to build a
machine learning model that predicts next day trip demand at the station
level. By focusing on short term forecasting using only past usage and calendar
information this work explores how data driven methods can improve bikeshare
operations and support more efficient transportation planning.
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Research Statement
“This project investigates whether short term station level bikeshare demand can be

accurately predicted using only historical usage and basic calendar features. Using Capital
Bikeshare trip data from October 2025, I develop a supervised machine learning model to

forecast next day trip counts for individual stations. The goal is to evaluate how well
lightweight data driven models without weather or demographic inputs can support

operational rebalancing decisions and improve system reliability in dense urban
transportation networks.”

Order of Operations

Dataset

Baseline Comparison

Main Approach
This project frames bikeshare demand prediction as a supervised learning problem at the station day level. Each
model input represents a single station on a single day, and the goal is to predict how many trips will originate
from that station on the following day. The model uses features derived entirely from historical demand and the
calendar, including the previous day’s trip count, the same weekday’s trip count from the prior week, a seven
day rolling average of trips, the station’s long term average demand, the numerical day of the week, the month,
and a weekend indicator. Station IDs are label encoded to allow the model to learn station specific demand
behavior. The primary predictive model is a Gradient Boosted Decision Tree, which was selected because it can
capture nonlinear relationships and interactions between recent demand trends and weekly patterns. The model
is trained using a time based split to ensure that predictions are always made on future data rather than
shuffled observations. Predictions are generated through a custom forecasting function that allows users to
request next day demand for any station and date, with an automatic baseline comparison for reliability.

Error Analysis
Model errors were analyzed using residual distributions, station level error comparisons, and predicted versus
actual trip plots. Results showed that the model performs best for medium to high demand stations, while low
activity stations tend to have higher relative error due to limited historical patterns. Some large errors occurred
on days with unusual ridership behavior, likely caused by special events or disruptions that were not included as
features. Additionally, early in development, convergence warnings from the Poisson regression model and data
indexing warnings in pandas highlighted limitations in model stability and data handling. Overall, most
prediction errors were driven by unobserved real world factors and short term demand spikes not captured in
the dataset.

Two baseline models were used to evaluate the performance of the proposed
machine learning approach. The first baseline predicts demand using each
station’s historical average for the same day of the week, while the second
baseline uses the trip count from the same weekday one week earlier (lag 7). On
the test set, the station weekday mean baseline achieved a Mean Absolute Error
(MAE) of 5.89 trips, while the lag 7 baseline performed worse with an MAE of 6.74
trips. The Gradient Boosted Trees model outperformed both baselines with a lower
MAE of 5.40 trips, demonstrating improved accuracy in capturing short term
demand patterns.

Results Summary

Dataset Summary

Input/Output

Input: Station ID & Date

Output: Rideshare prediction

Metrics
Model performance was evaluated using three quantitative metrics. Mean
Absolute Error measures the average number of trips the model is off by per
station per day and is the most interpretable for operations. Root Mean Squared
Error penalizes larger prediction errors more heavily, making it useful for
identifying models that occasionally produce extreme mistakes. Weighted Absolute
Percentage Error normalizes the total error by total demand, allowing comparison
across stations with different ridership levels.
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